Successful transfer of a cardiac allograft from a heterotopic to an orthotopic position 16 years after transplantation.
The ever-increasing donor shortage sometimes demands unusual solutions. This article reports the first successful reuse of a heterotopically implanted heart, which was transferred to an orthotopic position 16 years after transplantation following definitive failure and removal of the native heart. The surgically demanding procedure succeeded without complications, and, 16 weeks later, the patient is classified as New York Heart Association I.